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1877. slumber. The occasion was almost trivial A
comfortable, and by no means onerous, post in
the Civil Service, the Controller ship of Stationery,
became vacant by the resignation of Mr. William
Rathbone Greg, a philosophical writer of grefit
ability and power. This place, one of a very
small class, had been usually given to a man of
letters. A Committee of the House of Commons
recommended that it should be entrusted to a
practical stationer. Lord Beaconsfield appointed
a junior clerk in the War Office, whose father
had been rector of Hughenden. The Minister's
colleagues in the House of Commons had nothing
useful to say, and a hostile vote was carried by
a majority of four. Lord Beaconsfield then
thought it time to say something himself. Why
he had selected the gentleman from the War
Office he did not explain. But he protested
that he had no improper motive, and he remarked,
with some point, that the practical stationer would
be either a tradesman who had retired from
business or one from whom business had retired.

Tiievote Thereupon the House of Commons, with less
dignity, than speed, rescinded the Resolution.
They would perhaps have done better not to pass
it. But, after all, the recommendation of their
own Committee had been disregarded, and Lord
Beaconsfield would have had little right to com-
plain if the vote had stood. An apology from the
House of Commons is almost^ enough to""turn
a man's head, and it now appeared as if Lord
Beaconsfield were beyond the reach of political
accident. The enthusiasm with which Mr. Glad-
stone was received in the country had no reflection
in Parliament, and the half-doxien seats the
Ministerialists had lost since 1874 were no serious

July 29. indication of public opinion. The death of Mr.
Ward Hunt rather strengthened the Cabinet than